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BOOKLETfast facts

The Travel Federation of Iowa is a statewide grassroots organization
whose mission is to advance the $6.3 billion tourism industry in Iowa.



PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLICATION:
The following 2009 Legislative Agenda of the Travel Federation of Iowa (TFI) is offered 
as a resource for the General Assembly of Iowa, Executive Branch and for all Iowans. 

ABOUT TFI:
The Travel Federation of Iowa (TFI) is a statewide, grassroots organization whose mission 

is to advance the Iowa Tourism industry. For more information about the organization, 
please refer to pages 13-16 in this handbook, or visit www.TravelFederationOfIowa.org

SOURCES:
The information contained in this booklet was obtained from research conducted 

by several sources as noted throughout.

Thank you to Tom Smull, Associations Inc. for sponsoring this fact booklet.
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messageAs you browse through this year’s Fast Facts booklet, please note that tourism continues to be a growing and vibrant industry in the state of Iowa 
generating $6.3 billion in direct spending.  That is a growth of $1.7 billion in the last five years!  

Last year’s legislative session brought us the prospect of further growth with the passage of the $12 million a year “River Enhancement Community
Attractions & Tourism Program” to help improve water trails and recreation around lakes and rivers. It also extended the $12 million a year CAT 
program for another three years, and dedication of $100,000 of that money each year to tourism marketing. Headway was also made in making
Iowa’s road and bridges safer with the creation of the “TIME-21” fund.  Though it will not generate the more than $200 million needed per year 
to improve Iowa’s transportation system, it is a beginning.

This past year also saw the implementation of a new grassroots action center by TFI called “Voter Voice”. Voter Voice makes contact with your 
legislators quick and simple – a few clicks of your mouse is all that is needed.  It also allows TFI to send out Action Alerts on TFI priorities and 
other tourism-related issues to everyone who signs up for Voter Voice. To take advantage of this great tool, please visit the TFI website, 
www.travelfederationofiowa.org, and click on “Action Center” to sign-up.  

With the floods of this past summer and tougher economic times, the upcoming legislative session will be challenging. We need to remember that
tourism is a vital part of Iowa’s economy. We need to continue to “Talk Tourism” with our legislators. Share the information in this Fast Facts booklet
with them. Stress the importance of TFI’s priorities of bringing the Iowa tourism office budget to the Midwest regional average, enforcing the current
school start date, and continuing to support TIME 21 funding to improve our roads and bridges. Remind them that in addition to inviting people to 
play in Iowa, tourism is what invites people to live and work in Iowa.      

A                  FROM THE PRESIDENT

KATHY DIRKS, President
And Your Travel Federation of Iowa Board
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$3,544,443

$6,118,216

$4,523,341

$3,558,229 $3,542,544 $3,437,674 $3,442,767

FY07FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06

$6,278,835

FY00

$5,048,881

FY08

$5,009,766*

FY09

*Projected based on potential gaming funds.
Dollar amounts are in millions.
Source: Iowa Department of Economic Development, 2008

iowaTOURISM BUDGET
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$50.4

$20.7
$15.1

$10.9 $10.8
$5.0 $4.8 $4.4

IL MO WI MN SD IA NE KS
Dollar amounts are in millions.
Source: Travel Industry Association fast facts 4

midwesternSTATE TOURISM BUDGETS 2008

Midwest Regional Average without Illinois is $10.2 million
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TRAVEL 
FEDERATION OF 

IOWA’S 2009
LEGISLATIVE 
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Bring the Iowa Tourism Office budget to the Midwest
Regional average of $10.2 million dollars.  

Enforce the current school start date.

Continue to support TIME 21 Funding to repair and
improve Iowa’s road system.   
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Origination of 
Travelers - 2006

0.4%

5.1%

1.4% 2.1%

4.9%

2.4%

14.2%

56.6%

4.1%

8.8%

0.8% 1.9%

4.9%

2.6%

10.9%

50.3%
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20072003 2004 2005

$5.8
$6.3

$4.6 $5.0

2006

$5.4

TOURISM GENERATED
IN IOWA 2003-2007

Dollar amounts are in billions.
Source: Travel Industry Association fast facts 8
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20072003 2004 2005

$291.0
$307.2

$262.8 $273.4

2006

$280.5

Dollar amounts are in millions.
Source: Travel Industry Association
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The average travel party in Iowa spends 
a total of $223.66 daily.

Lodging $64.22 29%
Transportation $60.69 27%
Food $48.22 22%
Entertainment $25.45 11%
Retail $25.09 11%

AVERAGE DAILY                                  
BY TRAVELERS IN IOWA IN 2007

Source:  2007 Welcome Center Report
Average Travel Party is 2.5 people fast facts 10
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employment

62.1

20072003 2004 2005

63.5

64.9

62.3

2006

62.4

Amounts are in thousands.
Source: Travel Industry Association
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TOURISM 
IN IOWA 2003-2007



Amounts are in millions
Source: Travel Industry Association fast facts 12

20072003 2004 2005

$1,027
$1,080

$940

$969

2006

$991

TOURISM GENERATED 
IN IOWA 2003-2007payroll



WHAT DOES THE TRAVEL FEDERATION OF IOWA (TFI) DO?

TFI provides a unified legislative voice for the travel industry. A highly 
effective District Leaders program has been developed by TFI providing important and 
timely communication between industry constituents and their legislators. The District Leader 
program has become a model for other industries.

Iowa Tourism Lobbying Efforts. The TFI Board of Directors contracts the services of
registered lobbyists to assist in presenting the concerns of the tourism industry to legislators.

Legislator Information. TFI provides information on mailing addresses, e-mail addresses 
and other contact information for legislators.

Iowa Tourism Fast Facts Booklet. Each year TFI publishes a booklet with the TFI 
legislative priorities and important tourism statistics.

Iowa Tourism Legislative Day & Showcase. Annually, TFI sponsors a kick-off session
for the tourism industry and hosts the highly successful Legislative Showcase at the Iowa State
Fairgrounds. Local communities, attractions and properties showcase tourism projects for 
legislators and their guests.
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Iowa Tourism Conference. In cooperation with the Iowa Tourism Office, TFI is one of the
sponsors of the annual Tourism Conference that provides educational opportunities to the
tourism industry.

Iowa Tourism Conference Legislative Session. At the Iowa Tourism Conference, the
Travel Federation of Iowa sponsors a session with tourism industry members to focus on the
upcoming legislative session and the identification of issues to present to the Legislature.

Iowa Tourism Unity Day. In cooperation with the Iowa Tourism Office, TFI is one of the 
sponsors of the annual Iowa Tourism Unity Day that provides educational information and 
a legislative update to the tourism industry.

Iowa Tourism Awards. TFI is one of the sponsors of the Iowa Tourism Awards presented
each year at the Iowa Tourism Conference.

Special Appointments. The TFI Board of Directors appoints individuals to serve in various
capacities throughout the tourism industry from time to time.

Web Site. TFI updates and maintains a web site featuring tourism statistics, legislative 
priorities and information at www.TravelFederationofIowa.org.  
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WHO IS INVOLVED?
The volunteer-based, grassroots network for the Travel Federation consists of the members of Iowa’s three tourism
regions. Each Tourism Region Board (Western, Central and Eastern) appoints their Executive Director and four
representatives from the tourism region membership to serve on the TFI Board of Directors. The TFI Board of Directors
conducts the day-to-day business of the organization.

For more information about how to become involved, please contact one of the regional tourism offices:

WESTERN IOWA CENTRAL IOWA EASTERN IOWA
103 N. 3rd Street • Red Oak, IA 51566 Box 454 • Webster City, IA 50595 Box 189 • Dyersville, IA 52040

712-623-4232 or 888-623-4232 515-832-4808 or 800-285-5842 563-875-7269 or 800-891-3482
Email: witr@traveliowa.org Email: ann@iowatourism.com Email: eita@easterniowatourism.org

www.traveliowa.org www.iowatourism.com www.easterniowatourism.org

LOBBYISTS

Amy Campbell
1011 Locust Street, Suite 200
Des Moines, IA 50309
amy@campbell-patterson.com
515-554-5838

Craig Patterson
809 South Little Beaver Drive
Grimes, IA 50111
craig@campbell-patterson.com
515-554-7920

15 fast facts



CENTRAL REGION

Ann Vogelbacher
Central Iowa Tourism Region
PO Box 454
Webster City, IA 50595-0454
ann@iowatourism.com
800-285-5842

Catherine Bergman
Hamilton County S.E.E.D.
PO Box 474
Webster City, IA 50595-0474
hamcseed@wmtel.net
515-832-9575

Becky Gruening
Great Des Moines CVB
400 Locust St., Suite 265
Des Moines, IA  50309-2350
bgruening@desmoinescvb.com
515-699-3439

Pete Malmberg
Dallas County Conservation
1477 K Avenue
Perry, Iowa 50220
petemdallas@iowatelecom.net
515-465-3577

Linda L. Bacon
Newton Convention & Visitors Bureau
113 1st Avenue W.
Newton, IA 50208
lindab@pcpartner.net
641-792-0299

WESTERN REGION

Michele Walker
Western Iowa Tourism Region
103 N. 3rd Street
Red Oak, IA 51566-2217
witr@traveliowa.org
888-623-4232

Shirley Phillips
Sac Economic & Tourism Devel.
615 W. Main Street
Sac City, IA 50583
shirley@saccountyiowa.com
712-662-7383

Tom Kuhlman
Iowa Great Lakes Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 9
Arnolds Park, IA 51331
tom@okobojichamber.com
712-332-2107

Kathy Dirks
Harrison County Historical Village 
& Welcome Center
2931 Monroe Avenue
Missouri Valley, IA 51555
kdirks@harrisoncountyparks.org
712-642-2114 

Jim Robbins
Monona County Tourism
613 Sioux Street
Mapleton, IA. 51034
jrobbins@casinomaha.biz
712-423-3700

2008-2009
BOARD

MEMBERS
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EASTERN REGION

Carrie Koelker
Eastern Iowa Tourism Assn.
PO Box 189
Dyersville, IA 52040
carrie@easterniowatourism.org
800-891-3482

Kirk Brandenberger
Keokuk Convention & Visitors Bureau
329 Main Street
Keokuk, IA  52632
Keokukia@interl.net
319-524-5599

Julie Allesee
Clinton Convention & Visitors Bureau
721 South 2nd Street
Clinton, IA 52733
jallesee@clintonia.com
563-242-5702

Sue Czeshinski
Dubuque CVB
300 Main St., Ste 200
Dubuque, IA 52001
sczeshinski@dubuquechamber.com
563-557-9200

Kristie Wetjen
Amana Colonies CVB
PO Box 310
Amana, Iowa 52203
kristiewetjen@amanacolonies.com
319-622-7622



Additional information regarding Iowa’s Tourism Industry 
can be found on the 

Iowa Department of Economic Development web site including:

The Economic Impact of Travel on Iowa
Counties 2007 (Travel Industry Association)

Iowa Welcome Center Survey Report

TravelScope®/DIRECTIONS®

Visit www.traveliowa.com and click on the Industry information tab 
and then select Industry Research.
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